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Pursuant to 39 C.F.R. § 3001.21(a), the undersigned parties respectfully request

that the Presiding Officer issue an Information Request to obtain answers to the

questions stated in this motion. See 39 C.F.R. § 3007.3(c); Docket No. RM2008-4,

Order No. 203 (April 16th, 2009) at 55 (recognizing the appropriateness of having the

Commission retain the discretion to propound information requests proposed by third

parties in dockets where the schedule is too tight to allow traditional discovery by

intervenors). Each question is followed by an explanation of its importance.
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24. Please produce full sources for the table of data on advertising expenditures

produced in response to Presiding Officer’s Information Request (POIR) No. 1,

Question 9.

Explanation: This question concerns the two data tables produced in response

to Presiding Officer’s Information Request (POIR) No. 1, Question 9, on October 30,

2013. One table purports to show, among other things, total advertising expenditures in

the United States. The Postal Service’s October 30 filing failed to provide fully-sourced

versions of the table, attributing it only to “Pivotal Research Group, U.S. Bureau of

Economic Analysis, USPS RPW Reports.” In a supplemental filing with the Commission

on November 6, 2013, the Postal Service clarified that the data on advertising

expenditures came from “Pivotal Research Group (2011-2012), MagnaGlobal (before

2011).”

These citations are still insufficient to enable third parties to test and verify the

reported data on advertising spending. Pivotal Research Group and MagnaGlobal

produce many reports. Moreover, the two entities are private companies; it is unclear

that the reports cited by the Postal Service are generally available to the public. The

Postal Service should be directed to produce copies of the actual reports on which it

relies.

25. Please produce a fully-sourced version (in electronic format and showing all

underlying calculations) of the graphs entitled “Actual vs. Potential GDP, 1991-

2013” and “Output Gap (Actual GDP / Potential GDP – 1),” which the Postal
Service produced in response to POIR No. 3, Question 1.

Explanation: This question concerns two graphs produced by the Postal

Service in response to Presiding Officer’s Information Request No. 3, Question 1, on

November 1, 2013. The Postal Service offers these graphs to support its claim that the
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2007-2009 recession has caused a persistent shortfall between actual and potential

GDP in the years since 2009. These graphs are also inadequately sourced. The Postal

Service did not provide a table of the underlying data, and attributed the graphs only to

“U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, IHS Global Insight.” These entities publish

numerous data series and reports. Moreover, IHS Global Insight is a private firm; it is

unclear that the data from it are available to the public. Accordingly, we request that the

Postal Service provide a fully-sourced version (in electronic format and showing all

underlying calculations) of the data tables underlying these graphs no later than Friday,

November 8.
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CONCLUSION

Wherefore, the undersigned parties respectfully request that the Presiding Officer

issue an Information Request to obtain answers to the questions stated in this motion.
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